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2008 Earth Focus Debates: 

Summary of mission statements.

One of the activities of the Earth Focus Foundation is organizing and coordinating youth debates. During the year 2008, 4 debates have been set up at the ICCG place (rue Varembé in Geneva) with the students’ participation from public and private schools.

There are the mission statements written by students as a conclusion at the end of each debate.
Mission Statement from Debate on 15/04/08 

On “Animal conservation: setting priorities”
We cannot choose between species, which one should be protected more than others, and create priorities. We should save all of them! 

"It is hard to balance human needs with the needs of animals," concluded Mr. Vié from IUCN "but we have to remember that each specie is unique. It has taken thousands of years to evolve and cannot be replaced”
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Mission Statement from Debate on 17/04/08 

On “Human Rights and Environment”

Having met and discussed environmental rights and human rights, we conclude that they are worthy of inclusion within an International Convention of Human Rights. In addition, while there are various views, there is general agreement that these rights should be enforced. And these rights should be approached with a spirit of global collective responsibility.
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Mission Statement from Debate on 19/09/08 

On “Peace and Sustainable Development”

As today’s youth we are very concerned about the future of humanity and our planet.  There has been enough discussion and many declarations have been written, but it is now time to take action.  We urge today’s decision makers to start taking more positive steps towards a more sustainable and peaceful future so that when our turn comes we can accomplish our goals of creating a better world.  As we all agreed with Emmanuel Jal, we can change the World!
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Mission Statement from Debate on 10/12/08 

On “Olympic Games in China and their impact on Human Rights”
As opposed to a black and white view, there are many shades of gray representing the idea that some of the positive impacts that the Olympics had on Beijing and China also had their negative effects. (The Aga Khan Academy, Mombasa)

During the course of the 2008 Beijing Olympics, China has violated many human rights. However, this might have lead way to a bigger appreciation of human rights and openness to the scrutiny/pressure from the rest of the world. (La Grande Boisière)
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Earth Focus Foundation
 Mailing address:  C.P. 3006, 1211 Geneva 3, Switzerland

Telephone :  +41 22 704 35 00, Fax : +41 22 704 35 01, Mobile : +41 79 202 1765

www.earthfocusfoundation.org and www.earthfocus.org - Email : nicola@earthfocus.org
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